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More than just 

writing…



Styles of writing

CUL8R



Styles of journalistic writing



JournalismJournalism

1. Takes an angle (always)

2. Browsable

3. Readable

4. Tuned to its audience
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1. Taking an angle



Taking an angle

My glass is half full

My glass is half empty



Taking an angleTaking an angle

Troops advance 10 miles 

Troop advance stopped after 10 miles



Taking an angleTaking an angle

Victorious allies push forward 10 miles

Enemy push fails after just 10 miles



Taking an angleTaking an angle

The army of the Peoples Republic of

Xyzbia led by General Sir George Melchett

DSO DFC and bar, on the occasion of an 

initiative of the Advisory Panel For War, 

having ascertained the optimum timing, 

made a preliminary perambulation 

consisting of 9.87 miles in the direction of 

the enemy…..



Taking an angleTaking an angle

• Fuel cell demonstration receives cool 

reception

• Will fuel cells ever catch on?

• Technical breakthrough sparks new hope 

for fuel cells

• Fuel cells triumph sets new standards



Taking an angleTaking an angle

•Must be consistent throughout the story

•Should suit the audience viewpoint
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2. Browsable



Browsable - Pyramid writing

Headline

Paragraph 1

Rest



Browsable - Pyramid writingBrowsable - Pyramid writing

Re-tell the whole story several times 

increasing the depth as you go



Browsable - Pyramid writingBrowsable - Pyramid writing

The incident took place at the Mash Tub on The incident took place at the Mash Tub on 

new years’ eve when a Mr K Nine, of 123 the new years’ eve when a Mr K Nine, of 123 the 

crescent, having had too much to drink, was crescent, having had too much to drink, was 

so annoyed by a neighbour’s Scottie dog so annoyed by a neighbour’s Scottie dog 

called Whisky that he bit it on the nose. called Whisky that he bit it on the nose. 

Following the attack …..Following the attack …..

A Melton dog is recovering in St A Melton dog is recovering in St 

Mary’s hospital after being bitten Mary’s hospital after being bitten 

on the nose by a rabid man.on the nose by a rabid man.

LOCAL MAN BITES DOGLOCAL MAN BITES DOG



Browsable - HeadliningBrowsable - Headlining

• Spill the beans – no labels, no cryptic 

clues

• Include as many ‘hooks’ as possible (in 

captions and insets if available)

• Active ‘Subject Verb Object’ format (but 

not necessarily in the right order)



Browsable - HeadliningBrowsable - Headlining

““BreakthoughBreakthough in genetic screening in genetic screening 

means healthier sheep for upland means healthier sheep for upland 

farmers” (says DNA Expert)farmers” (says DNA Expert)



Browsable - HeadliningBrowsable - Headlining

Ford launches new car

Ford struggles with new car launch

Government request

Government seeks import ban on fireworks

Fuel Cells research praised

Dot Cotton praises fuel cell research

Cheadle stunned by shock council decision
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Headlining practice

“Yes, I’ve always been lucky, 

but I’ve noticed that the more 

I practice the luckier I get”
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Headlining practice

1. Find your angle

2. Write a headline that tells the story

3. Start a first paragraph
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3. Readable



Readable - Essence not a PrécisReadable - Essence not a Précis

• Selective

• Emphasise the important

• Flow and readability paramount



Readable - SimplificationReadable - Simplification

• Context funnel

• Replacement of technical words

• Explanation of technical words

• Omission of irrelevant and ‘agenda’ 

material

• Short sentences

• ‘Human interest’ breaks



Readable - The context funnelReadable - The context funnel

Universe
Galaxy

Star
Planet
Country
Town
House

Room
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4. Tuned to the 

audience



Tuned - The target audienceTuned - The target audience

• Industry?

• Researchers?

• Intermediaries?

• Public sector/NGOs?



Tuned – Editorial policy

• Stated policy?
o Fuel Cells Forum newsletter:

• To encourage contact and collaboration in the 

interests of UK players

o Therefore: 

• Requests for partnerships, funding bids, product 

offerings



Tuned - ‘EuroEnglish?’Tuned - ‘EuroEnglish?’

• No colloquialisms

• No metaphors

• No long words

• No plays on words

• Simple grammar not necessarily ‘English’ 

English grammar



Tuned - JargonTuned - Jargon

• Flux = flow

• Pyrolysis = burning

• …but it turned out that the device was 

subject to environmental stresses that 

were too severe during high winds…… =

...........it blew over



Tuned - Entertaining

• Information

• News

• Gossip

• Education

• Humour



Practice makes………

Take the examples provided and:

� Read and understand

� Find your angle

� Wordsmith (write/cut-and-paste)

� Put a headline
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writing style

Neil Rathbone


